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While the fact that it was the only partner university under an inter-departmental
agreement offering the Erasmus+ scholarship was a factor, the primary reason was that
it was a school where I could study industrial design, my field of specialization. As for
why I wanted to study industrial design in Germany, it was because I believed that the
origins of industrial design—including the Bauhaus, which is essential to understanding
the history of the field—could be found there. Additionally, I had an interest in German
stationery, so another reason was that I wanted to study industrial design in Germany
and learn about the origins of German design.
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BFORME |1 believe the appeal of Darmstadt University of Applied Sciences lies in the variety of its
teaching methods. The learning environment—which includes courses designed
specifically around workshops, something not found in Japan, and the opportunity to
receive feedback from professors in every class—was something I found quite rare in
Japan.
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The most difficult part of my time studying abroad was applying for a residence permit. I
was told that I needed a German bank account to apply for the permit, but when I went
to the bank, they told me I needed the residence permit to open an account. It seemed
that even the staff at the International Office were unaware of this, so I didn't realize
what was going on until my application was rejected, which caused me a great deal of
trouble at the time. Eventually, I realized on my own that my only option was to open an
online bank account, and I managed to apply for and obtain the residence permit.
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I believe the benefits I gained from this study abroad experience were specific to each
course. For example, in the “Entwerfen” course, I had the opportunity to explore the
ideas of a figure who rejected the Bauhaus philosophy—a movement renowned not only
in Germany but worldwide—and I believe his ideas will undoubtedly influence my future
approach to design. Furthermore, beyond what I learned in class, traveling to various
places outside of Germany allowed me to gain knowledge and insights that I could not
have obtained from Japanese architecture or its construction methods. For instance,
although the Sagrada Familia in Spain is a World Heritage Site that remains unfinished
and is still under construction, even in its unfinished state, I could sense the legacy of
architect Gaudi in its columns, sculptures, and stained glass. As for future challenges, 1
believe the key will be how effectively I can assimilate and make my own the vast
amount of information I absorbed during this study abroad experience.
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I want students planning to study abroad to understand that it would be a huge waste to
rule out studying abroad simply because they worry, “What if I can’t make friends
there?” In fact, I myself made only a few friends while I was there, but even so, I was
able to gain new perspectives, experiences, and insights that I likely wouldn’t have
encountered had I stayed in Japan. I want to convey that the experience of studying
abroad during your formative years as a student is far too valuable to give up on over
something so trivial.
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